
Photos (bottom left to top right): Bushtit by Michael Porter/Birdshare; White-breasted Nuthatch Linda Petersen, GBBC; Tufted Titmouse by Deborah Bifulco/Birdshare; 
Prothonotary Warbler by Ronald Zigler/Birdshare;  American Kestrel by Brian Rockwell/Birdshare; Mountain Bluebird by Joe Chowaniec/Birdshare; Great Horned Owl 
by Larry Keller/Birdshare; Northern Cardinal by Deborah Bifulco, GBBC;  Western Bluebird by Rick Brumble/Birdshare; Mountain Chickadee  by Mike Wisnicki/Birdshare. 
Photos used with permission.
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Nest Quest Go!
By the numbers 

BY BECCA RODOMSKY-BISH, NEST QUEST GO! PROJECT LEADER

Nest-Record Card

Average length of project: 32 days

A year ago we announced in 

NestWatch Digest that we were 

working on digitizing, transcribing, 

and integrating into the NestWatch database 

more than 300,000 nest records from our 

North American Nest-Record Card collection. 

This endeavor, coined Nest Quest Go!, has been 
utilizing the power of the crowd in Zooniverse to 
make these data come to life. With the help of thou-
sands of Zooniverse users, and a team of students and 

volunteers, we are making incredible progress. Learn 
the latest news and consider joining us.

Completed Project Analysis
Below is a summary of the 10 projects we’ve com-

pleted in Zooniverse from July 22, 2019 to March 1, 
2020 and the number of days it took to complete the 
projects. The average project completion rate dropped 
drastically in November when we changed the format 
of the questions, added more smartphone-friendly 
options, and tried to minimize the amount of time 
projects overlapped in Zooniverse. The projects went 
from an average of 50 days to just 32 days to complete!

Prothonotary 
Warbler: 841 cards; 
512 transcribers

Nuthatches: 
851 cards; 149 transcribers

American Kestrel: 
1,597 cards; 264 transcribers

Mountain Bluebird: 
3,317 cards; 305 transcribers

Northern 
Cardinal: 
3,391 cards;  
493 transcribers

Night Birds: 
(Owls, nighthawks, 
nightjars, American 

Woodcock)

Titmice: 
848 cards;  
127 transcribers

Chickadees: 
3,382 cards; 383 transcribers

Projects Completed by Nest Quest Go!, July 22, 2019–March 1, 2020

Western Bluebird: 
3,777 cards;  
416 transcribers

3,804 cards; 459 transcribers

Bushtit: 
175 cards; 74 transcribers
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/michaeljporter/16503300650
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ronaldzigler/34839152961
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bifulco/44872221681
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lindap57/33732705968
https://www.flickr.com/photos/brianrockwell/8510748043
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jchowaniec/26947051487
https://www.flickr.com/photos/orhusker/25774388002
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mikewiz/13928996753/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/larry_keller/17045855136
https://nestwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NestWatchDigest2019_190501.pdf
https://www.zooniverse.org/organizations/brbcornell/nest-quest-go
https://www.zooniverse.org/
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Once cards are scanned, we 
build projects so that Zooniverse 
users across the world can help 
us transcribe the card data. These 
projects have been well received, 
and we've already been able to 
complete 10 projects in less than 
a year. We are continuing to grow 
our volunteer participation in 
Zooniverse to shorten the time 
it takes to make these data avail-
able to researchers. Our goal is to 
upload the first completed proj-
ects into the NestWatch database 
in 2020. At the same time, we 
will continue to make more proj-
ects available for transcription in 
Zooniverse. 

With Gratitude

200,000 
cards still to be 

scanned and 
transcribed

100,000 
cards are scanned 

and awaiting 
project creation in 

Zooniverse

25,000 cards have been scanned 
and transcribed in Zooniverse

Help Transcribe Nest Cards

You can help too, by transcribing our scanned cards 
in Zooniverse. Visit bit.ly/NestQuestGo or download 
the Zooniverse app, and start transcribing today!	  

We Need Your Help!

Before we can add nest-record cards to a project 
on Zooniverse, the physical cards must be sorted, or-
ganized, stamped, and scanned. This process moves 
faster with the help of a dedicated team here at the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, which consists of hard-
working students and volunteers. Special thanks go 
to: Beverly Stockard, Dawna Badie, Deb Fyler, Diana 
Hackett, Grace Ogden, Joy Pojim, Liz Chartier, Lynn 
Bertoia, Nick Thomas, Pamela R. Smith, Turner 
Wilson, and Rachael Ashdown.

A few of our students (left) and volunteers (right) hard at 
work, sorting nest-record cards!
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10 projects launched 
in Zooniverse

2,158 people 
transcribed data

days of active projects

8,136 volunteer hours

That’s more than 11 
months of transcription!

Transcription Progress
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https://bit.ly/NestQuestGo
https://bit.ly/NestQuestGo
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